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For more information,
see Survival Guide (p147)

        Currency
 Australian dollar ($)

Language
 English

Visas
 All visitors to Australia need a visa, except 

New Zealanders. Apply online for an ETA or 
eVisitor visa, each allowing a three-month 

stay: www.border.gov.au.

Money
 ATMs are widely available in Brisbane. 

Credit cards are accepted in most hotels, 
restaurants and cafes.

Mobile Phones
 Australia’s mobile networks are GSM 

networks with 4G service, so most visitors 
can use an Australian SIM card in their 
exisiting phone. This usually works out 

cheaper than using your home SIM and 
incurring expensive roaming charges.

Time
 Australian Eastern Standard Time (GMT/UCT 

plus 10 hours). Daylight saving time is not 
observed in Queensland.

Tipping
 Tipping isn’t traditionally part of Australian 

etiquette, but it’s increasingly the norm to tip 
around 10% for good service in restaurants, 
and a few dollars for porters (bellhops) and 

taxi rides.

 Arriving in Brisbane 
& the Gold Coast

From Brisbane Airport
 Brisbane Airport (www.bne.com.au; Airport 
Dr) is the main international gateway to the 
greater Brisbane region, with frequent and 
extensive domestic connections, as well as 
nonstop international flights to New Zealand, 
the Pacific islands, North America and Asia.

Frequent Airtrain (%1800 119 091; www.
airtrain.com.au; adult one way/return 
$17.50/33) services connect Brisbane 
Airport’s two terminals to central Brisbane. 
Stops include Roma St Station, adjacent to 
Brisbane’s main long-distance bus terminal.

 Con-X-ion (%1300 370 471; www.con-x-ion.
com) runs regular shuttle buses between the 
airport and hotels in the Brisbane city centre 
(one way/return $20/36). It also connects 
Brisbane Airport to Gold Coast hotels and 
private residences (one way/return $49/92).

From Gold Coast Airport
 Gold Coast Airport (www.goldcoastairport.
com.au; Longa Ave, Bilinga) is in Coolangatta, 
25km south of Surfers Paradise.

 Gold Coast Tourist Shuttle (%07-5574 
5111, 1300 655 655; www.gcshuttle.com.au; 
one way adult/child $22/13) Meets flights 
into Gold Coast Airport and transfers to most 
Gold Coast accommodation. Also runs to 
Gold Coast theme parks.

Con-X-ion Airport Transfers (%1300 266 
946; www.con-x-ion.com) Runs transfers to/
from Gold Coast Airport (one way adult/child 
from $22/13), Brisbane airport (one way 
from adult/child $49/25) and Gold Coast 
theme parks.

Getting Around
N Boat
 CityCat (%13 12 30; www.translink.com.au; 
one way $5.60; h5.25am-11.25pm) catama-
rans service 18 ferry terminals between St Lucia 
and Northshore Hamilton. Free CityHopper 
ferries zigzag back and forth across the water 
between North Quay, South Bank, the CBD, 
Kangaroo Point and Sydney St in New Farm.

Cross River Ferries connect Kangaroo Point 
with the CBD, and New Farm Park with Nor-
man Park on the adjacent shore.

J Bus
 In the city centre, the main stops for local 
buses are the underground Queen Street Bus 
Station and King George Square Bus Station.

  CityGlider and BUZ services are high-
frequency services along busy routes. Tickets 
cannot be purchased on-board CityGlider and 
BUZ services; use a Go Card (www.translink.
com.au/tickets-and-fares/go-card; starting 
balance adult/child $10/5).

  Free, hop-on, hop-off City Loop and Spring 
Hill Loop bus services circle the CBD and 
Spring Hill, stopping at key spots including 
QUT, Queen Street Mall, City Botanic Gardens, 
Central Station and Roma Street Parkland.

u Taxi
 The main taxi companies are Black & White 
(%13 32 22; www.blackandwhitecabs.com.
au) and Yellow Cab Co (%13 19 24; www.
yellowcab.com.au). NightLink flat-fare taxis 
run on Friday and Saturday nights.

L Train
 TransLink’s Citytrain network (www.
translink.com.au) has six main lines. All trains 
go through Roma St Station, Central Station 
and Fortitude Valley Station. The Airtrain 
(%1800 119 091; www.airtrain.com.au; adult 
one way/return $17.50/33) service integrates 
with the Citytrain network.

   Your Daily Budget
 Budget: Less than $150

  Dorm bed: $25 38 per night

  Burger or cheap Asian meal: $10–20

  City to West End bus ride: $5.60

Midrange: $150–300
  Double room in a midrange 

hotel: $120–200

  Breakfast or lunch in a cafe: $20–40

  Ticketed exhibition at GOMA: $18–25

Top End: More than $300
  Double room in a top-end hotel: from $210

  Dinner at a top-tier restaurant: from $90

  Opera or theatre show: $65–185

Useful Websites
 Lonely Planet (www.lonelyplanet.com/
australia/queensland/brisbane) Destination 
information, hotel bookings, traveller forum 
and more.

Visit Brisbane (www.visitbrisbane.com.au) 
Brisbane’s official tourism website.

Broadsheet Brisbane (www.broadsheet.com.
au/brisbane) Reviews of the city’s hot spots.

Four Thousand (www.fourthousand.com.au) 
Weekly round-up of (cool) local goings on.

Advance Planning
 Three months before Book accommoda-
tion, especially if visiting during busy 
festival or holiday periods.

One month before Reserve tickets to 
major performing arts and sporting events.

Two weeks before Reserve a table at a top 
restaurant.

Before You GoNeed to 
Know
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Performances
 The main reason to hit the Brisbane Powerhouse is 
for its year-round feast of cultural offerings. In any 
given month you can expect an eclectic line-up of 
both local and international acts, delivering every-
thing from stand-up comedy, bawdy cabaret and 
modern dance, to provocative theatre, Broadway 
musical revivals and edgy circus arts that evoke 
Berlin. The Powerhouse is a hub for a string of 
annual Brisbane festivals, including the   Brisbane 
Comedy Festival (www.briscomfest.com; hFeb/Mar), 
the   Queensland Cabaret Festival (www.queensland
cabaretfestival.com.au; hJun) and the LGBT-focused 
  Melt (www.brisbanepowerhouse.org/festivals; hJan/Feb).

Industrial Architecture
 Designed by architect Roy Rusden Ogg and 
constructed in stages between 1928 and 1940, the 
powerhouse supplied electricity for Brisbane’s 
since-defunct tram system, at the time the larg-
est tram network in the southern hemisphere. 
Officially decommissioned in 1971, the building 
became a industrial deco relic before its transfor-
mation into the dynamic arts hub you see today. 
Heading the redevelopment was architect Peter 
Roy, who ensured that the building’s history re-
mained a prominent feature of the redevelopment.

Farmers Market
 On Saturday morning the Powerhouse serves as 
a dramatic backdrop for the gut-rumbling   Jan 
Powers Farmers Market (www.janpowersfarmers
markets.com.au; Brisbane Powerhouse, 119 Lamington St; 
h6am-noon Sat; g195, 196, fNew Farm Park). This is 
one of the city’s best-loved weekly farmers mar-
kets, luring locals from across town. Sail in on a 
CityCat catamaran and scan the market stalls for 
a feast of artisanal edibles, from Brisbane-made 
bûchette de Chèvre cheese and fragrant loaves of 
Frankenlaib bread, to salted caramel lamingtons.

y Top Tips
  Free events run 

throughout the year, in-
cluding art exhibitions, 
thought- provoking 
talks and a weekly 
‘Powerkids’ creative play 
session for kids up to 
 ve and their guardians. 

The latter is hosted by 
artists, who engage 
their young participants 
in a variety of artistic 
activities, from dance 
and theatre to digital and 
visual art. See the Pow-
erhouse website for all 
upcoming free activities.

5 Take a Break
 Kick back with interest-
ing Italian wines and 
Italian-inspired bistro 
dishes on the balcony 
at Bar Alto (p91). Down-
stairs, vibrant see-and-
be-seen Watt (p60 ) 
is an equally buzzing, 
contemporary option.

 What was once a derelict power station is now 
the Brisbane Powerhouse, an electrifying hub of 
culture, creativity and crowds. Here, brooding 
industrial spaces form a dramatic backdrop for 
innovative art exhibitions, theatre and dance, live 
music and comedy. Add river views and a couple 
of bustling eateries and you have one of the city’s 
most spirit-lifting experiences.

 1 Map p86, D4

%box o   ce 07-3358 8600, 
reception 07-3358 8622

www.brisbanepowerhouse.
org

119 Lamington St, New Farm

h9am-9pm Tue-Sun

g195, 196, fNew Farm 
Park
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Top  Sights
 Brisbane Powerhouse

Brisbane PowerhouseNew Farm 8382
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5 Folio Books
 Continue just a little 
further along Edward 
St to Folio Books 
(p39 ), with an eclectic, 
sophisticated collection 
covering everything 
from Canberra politics 
and Queensland mod-
ernism, to international 
art, gastronomy, design 
and fiction.

6 Queen St Mall
 Head back and turn left 
into Queen St where 
you’ll find the heart of 
Brisbane’s retail action 
in the  Queen St Mall, 
a busy, pedestrian strip 

lined with shopping 
malls and historic ar-
cades, global high-street 
chains and the city’s 
two main department 
stores.

7 Jan Powers 
City Market
 If it’s a Wednesday, stock 
up on artisan foods for 
a picnic at the popular 
Jan Powers Farmers 
Market (p31 ).

8 Record 
Exchange
 If it’s not a Wednesday, 
check out the astound-
ing collection of vinyl, 

CDs, DVDs, posters and 
other rock memora-
bilia at the Record 
Exchange (p39 ) on 
Adelaide St.

9  QUT Art 
Museum
 Take a stroll down 
George St, passing 
Parliament House (free 
tours at 2pm when 
parliament is sitting) 
and skirting the botanic 
gardens before reaching 
the Queensland Univer-
sity of Technology city 
campus. Pop into the 
free QUT Art Museum 
(p30 ) to see what exhi-
bitions are on.

2 The Walk
 This Central Brisbane stroll can take as little as an 
hour, but allow half a day to enjoy some shopping 
and relaxation in the city parks. It will take you 
through some of Central Brisbane’s main retail 
streets and to some of its coolest arts venues.

Start Roma Street Parklands

Finish QUT Art Museum

Length 4.5km

5 Take a Break
 Central Brisbane has its share of cosy cafes but it’s 
hard to beat Felix for Goodness (p31 ) with its arty 
laneway locale, industrial fit-out, strong espresso 
and effortlessly cool vibe. Another nearby option 
is Strauss (p31 ), offering seriously good coffee, 
pastries and a locavore menu of creative salads, 
thick-cut toasted sandwiches and upgraded clas-
sics such as French toast paired with lemon curd 
and labna.

1 Roma Street 
Parkland
 Start with a morn-
ing stroll in the lovely 
Roma St Parkland 
(p28 ), one of the world’s 
largest subtropical ur-
ban gardens and a sat-
isfying maze. Look out 
for the Old Windmill on 
Wickham Tce – reput-
edly the oldest surviving 
building in Queensland 
(1828).

2 Spring Hill Baths
 It’s a short walk north 
to Spring Hill Baths 
(p30 ), one of the oldest 
public baths in the 
southern hemisphere, 
encircled by cute timber 
change rooms. If you’re 
not tempted for a dip, 
continue east along 
Boundary St and track 
south towards Anzac Sq.

3 Noosa 
Chocolate Factory
 Duck down Adelaide St 
and into Noosa Choco-
late Factory (p38 ) to 
sample some of Queens-
land’s best chocolate.

4 Metro Arts
 Head down Edward St 
to Metro Arts (p37 ) 
where you might find 
some of Brisbane’s crea-
tive talent performing.
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Useful  Websites
  Brisbane Visitor 

Information & Booking 
Centre (www.visitbris
bane.com.au) O  ers an 
accommodation-booking 
services.

 Lonely Planet (lonely
planet.com) Recommen-
dations and bookings.

 Bed & Breakfast Site 
(www.babs.com.au) 
Unique B&Bs and guest-
houses across the city.

 City Hobo (www.city
hobo.com) Matches your 
personality with your 
ideal neighbourhood.

 Flatmate Finders 
(www.  atmate  nders.
com.au) Long-term 
share-accommodation 
listings.

 Stayz (www.stayz.com.
au) Holiday rentals.

Best  Budget

 Brisbane City YHA 
(www.yha.com.au) Smart, 
clean slumber pad with 
rooftop pool and views.

 Bowen Terrace (www.
bowenterrace.com.au) Tran-
quil, good-value lodgings 
in fashionable New Farm.

 Bunk Backpackers 
(www.bunkbrisbane.com.au) 
A buzzing, bar-topped 
favourite in hedonistic 
Fortitude Valley.

Best Midrange
 Next (www.snhotels.com/
next/brisbane) A sleek, 
next-gen property with 
elegant interiors and 
a stylish ‘In Transit’ 
lounge for incoming and 
checked-out guests.

 Ibis Styles (www.ibis
stylesbrisbaneelizabeth.com.
au) Fresh, new, upbeat 
digs with knockout river 
views in the city centre.

 Tryp (www.trypbrisbane.
com) Street-art themed 
hipness close to happen-
ing eateries, bars and 
clubs.

Best Top End
 New Inchcolm Hotel & 
Suites (www.inchcolm.com.
au) A Gatsby-era getaway 
not short on chic.

Spicers Balfour Hotel 
(www.spicersretreats.com/
spicers-balfour-hotel) Plush, 
petite rooms or spacious 
suites in a pair of restored 
beauties.

Emporium (www.emporium
hotel.com.au) Polished digs, 
playful accents and steps 
away from Brisbane’s 
best-loved see-and-be-
seen strip.

Alpha Mosaic Brisbane 
(www.alphamosaichotelbris
bane.com.au) Slick, 18-level 
hotel featuring comfort-

able king-sized beds and 
contemporary decor.

Best for Families
  Meriton Serviced 

Apartments Herschel 
Street (www.meritonapart
ments.com.au) Contem-
porary apartments and 
indoor pool in a sky-high 
city tower.

 Mantra on Mary (www.
mantra.com.au) City-centre 
apartments a couple 
of blocks from the City 
Botanic Gardens.

 Hotel Urban Brisbane 
(www.hotelurban.com.
au) O  ers modern two-
bedroom suites, plus pool 
and easy access to Roma 
Street Parklands.

 Arriving in 
Brisbane 
& the Gold 
Coast
Brisbane  Airport
 Sixteen kilometres north-
east of the city centre, 
 Brisbane Airport (www.
bne.com.au; Airport Dr) is the 
third-busiest airport in 
Australia and the main in-
ternational airport serving 

 Book Your Stay
  Brisbane’s slumber 

options are varied, rang-
ing from plush suites 
in heritage buildings to 
self-contained apartments 
and party-prone hostels. 
In general, prices do not 
abide by any high- or 
low-season rules; waver-
ing rates usually re  ect 
demand. Rates are often 
higher midweek, as well as 
during major events and 
holiday periods.

  Luxury names have 
set up in the Gold Coast 
in recent years, but only 
one resort has absolute 
beachfront status – the 
Sheraton Grand Mirage. 
The lack of beachfront is 
something of an equaliser 
for other options, and 
you can often nab a large 
apartment with extraor-
dinary views and a pool 
one street back from the 
beach for a song. Back-
packers are well catered 
for, with several hostels 
and a few small camping 
grounds.

 Dec–Feb Brisbane swel-
ters during the summer 
months, making it the 
perfect time to cool o   
in the Gold Coast surf, 
dine alfresco or enjoy 
the many indoor air-con 
attractions.

May–Aug Cooler 
temperatures (bring a 
jacket) and clear blue 

skies make sightseeing 
a breeze in Brisbane, but 
it’s still mild enough for 
swimming and sur  ng.

Sep–Nov Spring has 
sprung. Warmer but not 
too humid tempera-
tures, perfect sightsee-
ing weather and the 
hot-ticket Brisbane and 
Bigsound festivals.

Before You Go

  When to Go
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Surfers Paradise & 
Main Beach (p104)
Beach, fun and sun with 
something for everyone! 
Surfers Paradise’s malls 
and mega-clubs let the 
party-hard kids have 
their fun, while other 
neighbourhoods such as 
Main Beach and 
Broadbeach corner 
coastal chic.

Burleigh Heads & 
Currumbin (p42)
Burleigh Heads has a 
retro charm and 
booming culinary scene. 
That famous right-hand 
point break still pumps 
while the beautiful 
pine-backed beach 
continues to charm 
everyone who lays eyes 
on it.

Worth a Trip
Top SightsE

D’Aguilar National Park 
(p40)
Theme Parks (p102)

Worth a Trip
Local Lifel

Coolangatta (p122)
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Central Brisbane 
(p22)
Past, present and future 
collide in Brisbane's 
compact heart, an 
architectural jumble 
where glittering 
skyscrapers look down 
on heritage beauties.

Top SightE
City Hall

South Bank (p42)
Cross-river South Bank 
dedicates itself to the 
finer things in life: 
cultural institutions, the 
green Southbank 
Parklands and the arty 
enclave of West End.

Top SightsE
Gallery of Modern Art
Southbank Parklands

Fortitude Valley 
(p64)
Fortitude Valley is 
packed with thumping 
dance clubs, pubs and 
rocking music venues. 
Add to this a slew of art 
galleries and the heady 
scents of Chinatown and 
you have one of Brisbane's 
most intriguing corners.

New Farm (p80)
New Farm is Fortitude 
Valley's comfortable 
neighbour, a verdant 
corner of graceful 
Queenslander homes, 
moderne apartment 
blocks and lush 
subtropical gardens.

Top SightE
Brisbane Powerhouse

Kangaroo Point & 
Woollongabba 
(p94)
Kangaroo Point's 
imposing Story Bridge 
and vertiginous western 
cliffs offer blockbuster 
views of the Brisbane 
skyline, while 
Woolloongabba has 
heritage facades, 
antique stores and 
atmospheric eateries.

Brisbane
Powerhouse

City
H ll

South Bank
Parklands

Gallery
 

of
Modern

 
Art

 Brisbane  
Neighbourhoods

The Gold Coast
Neighbourhoods

Neighbourhoods  1918

Saturday and Sunday mornings, when 
couples head across armed with sun-
glasses and the paper.

2  Mark St
 New Farm claims some of Brisbane’s 
most beautiful heritage houses and 
you’ll find an eclectic mix along Mark 
St. Stroll the two blocks for a feast of 
vernacular architectural details, from 
wraparound verandahs with flouncy 
cast-iron or timber balustrades, to 
latticed timber screens, louvres and 
decorative window hoods. Providing 
contrast in the background are the 
tops of Brisbane skyscrapers.

3  New Farm Park
  New Farm Park (www.newfarmpark.com.
au; Brunswick St, New Farm; h24hr; g195, 
196, fNew Farm Park) is a collective 
backyard for the locals, here to walk 
their pugs, heed the commands of 
their personal trainers or simply set 
the kids free among the Moreton Bay 
fig trees. On Saturday morning you’ll 
find them stocking up on mangoes, 
cheeses and other regional edibles at 
the ever-popular Jan Powers Farmers 
Market.

4 Brisbane Riverwalk
 On any given morning or afternoon, 
you’ll find Fitbit-wired locals jogging 
or cycling the  pedestrian promenade 
(g195, 196, fSydney St) that runs from 
the Brisbane Powerhouse to Teneriffe 
further north. It’s a gorgeous stretch, 
flanked by the river on one side and 
coveted real-estate on the other. Look 
out for the heritage-listed CSR Refin-
ery, a late-19th-century sugar refinery 
turned apartment complex.

5  Sourced Grocer
 On a Tenriffe side street, laid-back 
 Sourced Grocer (%07-3852 6734; www.
sourcedgrocer.com.au; 11 Florence St, 
Teneriffe; dishes $7-23; h7am-3pm Mon-Sat, 
8am-3pm Sun, shop 7am-8pm Mon-Thu, to 
7pm Fri, to 5pm Sat, to 4pm Sun; g199, 393, 
fTeneriffe) will have you perched on a 
cushioned milk crate, sipping a decent 
coffee and noshing on beautifully 
presented dishes. The food here pref-
erences quality, regional ingredients, a 
philosophy that extends to the goods 
on the shelves. Scan them for unusual 
local treats that might include soda 
syrups with flavours including Thai 
basil and galangal.

 Comfortable, old New Farm is 
Brisbane at its sultry best. Deli-
cate wooden abodes flank sleepy, 
bougainvillea-dotted streets and 
cool little cafes serve up beauti-
ful local produce. This is a place 
for relaxing waterside walks and 
architectural exploration. Come 
the weekend, it’s also the place for 
bustling market trawls and long, 
lazy afternoons kicking back with 
drinks and tunes by the river.

 Local Life
 New Farm Walk

1 Chouquette
 Start on a sweet note at   Chouquette 
(%07-3358 6336; www.chouquette.com.
au; 19 Barker St, New Farm; items $2.50-11; 
h6.30am-4pm Wed-Sat, to 12.30pm Sun; 
v; g195, 196, 199), one of the city’s 
top pastisseries. If you’re lucky, you’ll 
score a table on the pavement, the 
best spot to people watch over flaky 
French pastries and velvety café au 
lait. This is a much-loved morning 
hang-out for locals, especially on 
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Dogstar (p39)

Fallow One of Australia’s 
most fashion-forward 
men’s boutiques. (p78 )

Camilla Striking, colour-
ful, resort-style threads 
fabulous enough for 
American pop royalty. 
(p78 )

Noosa Chocolate Fac-
tory Mango-flavoured 
chocolate is just the 
prologue at this ethical 
Willy Wonker. (p38 )

Libertine Rare, exclusive 
and historic fragrances 
made with premium 
natural essences. (p67 )

Unique  Souvenirs
Museum of Brisbane 
Scan the museum shop 
for locally made jewellery, 
books, wares and quirky 
city-themed gifts. (p25 )

New Farm Confec-
tionery High-end sweet 
treats made with top-
quality ingredients and 
passion. (p88 )

Young Designers Mar-
ket A monthly market 
peddling hip, locally 
designed homewares, 
fashion and gifts. (p61 )

Unique Threads
Maiocchi Playful, vin-
tage-inspired frocks from 
a local designer. (p38 )

Outpost Hipster work-
wear and out-of-the-box 
accessories for indie-
centric guys. (p67 )

Dogstar Sculptural, 
Japanese-influenced 
womenswear designed in 
Brisbane. (p39 )

 Music
Jet Black Cat Music A 
much-loved West End 
record shop with hard-
to-find vinyl, CDs and the 
odd, intimate in-store 
gig. (p49 )

Butter Beats Rare, 
good-value discs span-
ning rock and reggae to 
trance, hip-hop, funk and 
more. (p79 )

Record Exchange A 
huge collection of rare, 
collectable and down-
right awesome LPs and 
CDs in the CBD. (p39 )

Tym Guitars Cult-status 
guitar and amp store 
also stocking in-the-
know punk, stoner and 
psychedelic discs. (p79 )

 Brisbane’s retail landscape is deliciously eclec-
tic, stretching from Vogue-indexed, high-end 
handbags to weekend-market arts and craft. Not 
surprisingly, the city’s independent retailers and 
galleries o  er the best buys, their racks, shelves 
and walls graced with the likes of upcycled 
vintage frocks, cult-label streetwear, sculptural 
jewellery, leather goods, bold brushstrokes and 
quality confectionery made with local ingredi-
ents. Cards at the ready, dive in!

Browsing Brisbane
 Secondhand books, vinyl records, antique stuff and 
vintage fashion. Whether in boutiques, department 
stores or flea markets, Brisbane has a surprisingly 
eclectic range of goods, souvenirs and collectibles. 
If you’re a book lover, try Archives Fine Books 
(p38 ) or Folio Books (p39 ) in the CBD, Scrump-
tious Reads (p67 ) in Fortitude Valley or Where the 
Wild Things Are (p62 ) in West End. Comic-book 
fans should definitely visit Junky Comics (p49 ).

Gold Coast  Malls
 While Brisbane has its boutiques and markets, 
Gold Coast has its shopping malls. Take some time 
from the beach and head into air-conditioned 
department-shopping nirvana. One of the best is 
sprawling  Pacific Fair (%07-5581 5100; www.pacificfair.
com.au; Hooker Blvd; h9.30am-5pm Mon-Wed, Fri & Sat, 
to 9pm Thu, 10am-4pm Sun), a refurbed Gold Coast 
institution (pictured above), or just head straight 
to Surfers Paradise for  Circle on Cavill (www.circle
oncavill.com.au; cnr Cavill & Ferny Aves, Surfers Paradise; 
h9am-5.30pm Mon-Sat, 10am-4pm Sun).

 A Bit of Everything
Woolloongabba Antique 
Centre An epic treasure 
trove of vintage and 
retro design and fashion. 
(p101 )

 Shopping
Best

y Top Tip
  Shopping 101: CBD 

for high-street fash-
ion chains; Fortitude 
Valley for indie and 
cognoscenti fashion 
labels, local jewellery, 
coveted art, collect-
able guitar pedals 
and records; New 
Farm for antiques 
and retro and original 
artworks; South 
Bank and West End 
for gallery gift shops, 
market stalls, alter-
native books and 
records.
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from 5.20am to around 
midnight. Tickets can be 
bought on-board or, if 
you have one, use your 
Go Card.

Free CityHopper fer-
ries zigzag back and forth 
across the water between 
North Quay, South Bank, 
the CBD, Kangaroo Point 
and Sydney St in New 
Farm. These additional 
services start around 
6am and run till about 
11pm.

TransLink also runs 
Cross River Ferries, con-
necting Kangaroo Point 
with the CBD, and New 
Farm Park with Norman 
Park on the adjacent 
shore (and also Teneriffe 
and Bulimba further 
north). Ferries run every 
10 to 30 minutes from 
around 6am to around 
11pm. Fares/zones apply 
as per all other Brisbane 
transport.

For more information, 
including timetables, see 
www.brisbaneferries.
com.au.

 Bus
 Brisbane’s bus network is 
extensive and especially 
handy for reaching West 
End, Kangaroo Point, 
Woolloongabba, Fortitude 
Valley, Newstead and 
Paddington.

In the city centre, 
the main stops for local 
buses are the under-
ground  Queen Street 
Bus Station and  King 
George Square Bus 
Station. You can also 
pick up many buses from 
the stops along Adelaide 
St, between George and 
Edward Sts.

 Buses generally run 
every 10 to 30 min-
utes, from around 5am 
(around 6am Saturday 
and Sunday) until about 
11pm.

 CityGlider and BUZ ser-
vices are high-frequency 
services along busy 
routes. Tickets cannot be 
purchased on-board City-
Glider and BUZ services; 
use a Go Card.

 Free, hop-on, hop-o   
City Loop and Spring Hill 
Loop bus services circle 
the CBD and Spring Hill, 
stopping at key spots 
including QUT, Queen 
Street Mall, City Botanic 
Gardens, Central Station 
and Roma Street Park-
land. Buses run every 10 
minutes on weekdays 
between 7am and 6pm.

 Brisbane also runs 
dedicated nocturnal 
NightLink bus, train and 
 xed-rate taxi services 

(the latter from speci  ed 

taxi ranks) from the city 
and Fortitude Valley. See 
https://translink.com.au 
for details.

 Car &  Motorcycle
 Brisbane’s comprehen-
sive public transport 
system will make driving 
unnecessary for most 
visitors. If you do decide 
to get behind the wheel, 
however, consider invest-
ing in a GPS; the city’s 
convoluted streets can 
quickly cause frustration.

Ticketed two-hour 
parking is available on 
many streets in the CBD 
and the inner suburbs. 
Heed the signs: Bris-
bane’s parking inspectors 
are pretty ruthless. 
During the day, parking 
is cheaper around South 
Bank and the West End 
than in the city centre, 
but it’s free in the CBD 
in the evening from 6pm 
weekdays (from noon 
on Saturday). For more 
detailed information 
on parking, see www.
visitbrisbane.com.au/
parking.

 Taxi
 There are numerous taxi 
ranks in the city centre, 
including at Roma St Sta-
tion, Treasury (corner of 
George and Queen Sts), 

Brisbane and South East 
Queensland.

It has separate inter-
national and domestic 
terminals about 2km 
apart, linked by the 
 Airtrain (%1800 119 091; 
www.airtrain.com.au; adult 
one way/return $17.50/33), 
which runs every 15 to 30 
minutes from 5am (6am 
on weekends) to 10pm 
(between terminals per 
adult/child $5/free).

It’s a busy hub, with 
frequent domestic 
connections to other Aus-
tralian capital cities and 
regional towns, as well 
as nonstop international 
flights to New Zealand, 
the Pacific islands, North 
America and Asia (with 
onward connections to 
Europe and Africa).

Gold Coast Airport
  Gold Coast Airport (www.
goldcoastairport.com.au; Lon-
ga Ave, Bilinga) is in Cool-
angatta, 25km south of 
Surfers Paradise. All the 
main Australian domestic 
airlines  y here. Scoot 
(www.  yscoot.com),  Air 
Asia (%1300 760 330; www.
airasia.com) and  Air New 
Zealand (%13 24 76; www.
airnewzealand.com.au)  y in 
from overseas.

Getting 
Around
 Brisbane’s excellent 
public-transport network – 
bus, train and ferry – is 
run by TransLink, which 
also runs a Transit Infor-
mation Centre at Roma St 
Station (Brisbane Transit 
Centre). The tourist 
offices in the  city centre 
(Map p26 ; %07-3006 6290; 
www.visitbrisbane.com.au; 
The Regent, 167 Queen St Mall; 
h9am-5.30pm Mon-Thu, to 
7pm Fri, to 5pm Sat, 10am-
5pm Sun; dCentral) and 
 South Bank (%07-3156 
6366; www.visitbrisbane.com.
au; Stanley St Plaza, South 
Bank; h9am-5pm; fSouth 
Bank Terminal 3, dSouth 
Bank) can also help with 
public transport informa-
tion. Complementing the 
public-transport network 
is a nifty network of bike 
paths.

 Bicycle
 Brisbane has an exten-
sive network of bikeways 
and shared pathways 
across the city and 
suburbs.

Brisbane’s bike-share 
program is called  City-
Cycle (%1300 229 253; 

www.citycycle.com.au; hire per 
hr/day $2.20/165, 1st 30min 
free; h24hr). To use it, you 
will need to subscribe 
via the website (per day/
week $2/11), then hire a 
bike (additional fee) from 
any of the 150 stations 
around town. It’s pricey 
to hire for more than an 
hour, so make use of the 
free first 30 minutes per 
bike and ride from station 
to station, swapping 
bikes as you go. Only a 
quarter of bikes include 
a helmet (compulsory to 
wear) so you may need to 
purchase one from shops 
such as Target or Kmart. 
You can use your Go Card 
to hire City Cycle bikes.

 Boat
  CityCat (%13 12 30; www.
translink.com.au; one way 
$5.60; h5.25am-11.25pm) 
catamarans service 18 
ferry terminals between 
the University of Queens-
land in St Lucia and 
Northshore Hamilton. 
Handy stops include 
South Bank, the three 
CBD terminals, New 
Farm Park (for Brisbane 
Powerhouse) and Bretts 
Wharf (for Eat Street 
Markets). Services run 
roughly every 15 minutes 

Getting Around  151150  Survival Guide

Need to Know
Tips for a 
smooth trip

Getting Around
Travel like a local

 Neighbourhood s
What’s where

Essential Information
Including where to stay

Survival 
Guide
Tips and tricks for a 
seamless, hassle-free 
experience

QuickStart 
Guide
Your keys to under-
standing the region – 
we help you decide 
what to do and how 
to do it

The Best of 
 Brisbane & the 
Gold Coast 
The highlights
in handy lists 
to help you plan

Explore 
 Brisbane & the 
Gold Coast 
The best things to 
see and do, 
 neighbourhood  by 
 neighbourhood  

Top Sights
Make the most 
of your visit

Best Walks
See the city on foot

Local Life
The insider's region

 Brisbane & the 
Gold Coast ’s Best…
The best experiences
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Find each listing quickly on maps 
for each  neighbourhood :
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Bar Hemingway 
16 6 Map p233, B2  

Legend has it that Hemi
self, wielding a machine
liberate this timber-pan
upholstered bar during W
the Ritz’s showpiece is a
photos taken by Papa an
martinis in town. Dress 
(www.ritzparis.com; Hôtel Rit
Vendôme, 1er; h6.30pm-2a

Kong
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Our selection of the region’s best places 
to eat, drink and experience:

1 Sights

5 Eating

6 Drinking

3 Entertainment

7 Shopping

Lonely Planet’s 
 Brisbane & the 
Gold Coast 
Lonely Planet Pocket Guides 
are designed to get you 
straight to the heart of the 
destination. 

Inside you’ll find all the 
must-see sights, plus tips to 
make your visit to each one 
really memorable. We’ve split 
the region into easy-to-navigate 
 neighbourhood s and provided 
clear maps so you’ll find your 
way around with ease. Our 
expert authors have searched 
out the best of the region: walks, 
food, nightlife and shopping, 
to name a few. Because you 
want to explore, our ‘Local Life’ 
pages will take you to some 
of the most exciting areas to 
experience the real  Brisbane 
 and the Gold Coast.

And of course you’ll find all 
the practical tips you need for 
a smooth trip: itineraries for 
short visits, how to get around, 
and how much to tip the guy 
who serves you a drink at the 
end of a long day’s exploration.

It’s your guarantee of a 
really great experience.

Our Promise
You can trust our travel infor-
mation because Lonely Planet 
authors visit the places we write 
about, each and every edition. 
We never accept freebies for 
positive coverage, so you can 
rely on us to tell it like it is.

These symbols give you the vital 
information for each listing:

% Telephone Numbers
h Opening Hours
p Parking
n Nonsmoking
i Internet Access
W Wi-Fi Access
v Vegetarian Selection
E English-Language Menu

c Family-Friendly
# Pet-Friendly
g Bus
f Ferry
m Metro
b Subway
j Tram
d Train
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Brisbane city skyline at sunset
F11PHOTO/SHUTTERSTOCK ©

Brisbane & the Gold Coast Top Sights ................... 8

Brisbane & the Gold Coast Local Life ....................12

Brisbane & the Gold Coast Day Planner ................14

Need to Know ............................................................16

Brisbane & the Gold Coast Neighbourhoods ........18

Welcome to 
Brisbane & the Gold Coast

 No longer satisfied to remain in the shadow of Sydney and 
Melbourne, Brisbane is subverting stereotypes and surpris-
ing the critics. Welcome to Australia’s new subtropical ‘It 
kid’. A little way south, the Gold Coast is built for pleasure 
and remains utterly dedicated to sun, surf and the body 
beautiful; this strip of coast may be Australia’s most iconic 
holiday destination.

QuickStart 
Guide 

7
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City Hall (p24)
Brisbane’s ‘People’s Palace’ was built in the 1920s. 
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 Brisbane & the Gold Coast 
  Top Sights

8
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